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Know we not what this delay in hurling back oppression means-,
K there never Reckoning Day nor question of the victim's plight * l

With us mid the blazing fire of hostile battle fierce to plunge
Is theie ne'er a salamander tiied by fickle Fortune's spite5

Hence to cany this our letter to the court of King Murad

Is there ne'er a pigeon swift-winged as the storm-wind in its flight?

It will be observed that Murad's reply to the foregoing
is what is known as a Nazi'ra, or 'parallel', to it; the style
of imagery, the metre, the rime, and (in the original) the
redif of the Vezir's verses being all retained in the Sultan's.

Sultan Murad's Reply. [255]

Haik ye, Hafiz, to relieve Baghdad is there no valiant wight?

Is theie not with thee an army, that thou pray'st us aid thy plight?

CI am the Vezir to mate the foeman,' thou wast wont to say.
Is theie now no room against the adversaire to play the Knight?

While we know full well there is no peci to thee in vauntful boast,
Yet is there ne'er an avenger to take vengeance on thy spright?

Thou who wouldest boast of manhood, whence this dastardy in thee?
Thou'rt afeared, but is there no man by thy side who knows not fright?

Heedless hast thou been, and lo, the heretics have ta'en Baghddd; 2
Is there ne'er a Reckoning-Day? shall not the Lord thy sin requite^

Through thy folly have they laid in ruins Bii Hanifa's town;3
Hast thou then no zeal for Islam's faith or for the Prophet's right?

God who, while we wist not, did vouchsafe to us the Sultanate,

Shall again vouchsafe Baghddd; is naught foiedoomed of Allah's might?

1 The Vezir means that he does not know why the Sultan delays to drive
back the cruel enemy, and asks whether he does not believe that on the
Judgment Day he will have to answer for this neglect which causes so much
suffering.

a The Persians belonging to the Shica sect which Sunni Islam (what prevails
in Turkey) holds heretical.

3 Bii Hanifa, for Abu" Hanifa, founder of that one of the four great sects
of orthodox I&lam to which the Turks belong, lies buried in Baghddd.